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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, RP 

SUBJECT: ELECTIONS - PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PREPARED. SUBJECT OF 
ELECTIONS DID NOT COME UP AT APRIL 7 NOON BRIEFING. 

2. QUESTION: WHAT IS THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW OF THE ELECTION 
RESULTS IN THE PHILIPPINES AND DO YOU AGREE WITH THE 
CHARGES BY OPPOSITION CANDIDATES THAT THE ELECTION WAS 
RIGGED? ANSWER: WE ARE DEEPLY INTERESTED THAT ELECTIONS 
IN ANY COUNTRY PROVIDE AS FREE AN EXPRESSION OF POLITICAL 
WILL AS POSSIBLE. THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS WELCOMED THE 
DECISION OF PRESIDENT MARCOS TO HOLD THIS ELECTION, THE 
FIRST IN THE PHILIPPINES SINCE 1972, AS A STEP TOWARD THE 
EVENTUAL RESTORATION OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT. ANY 
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FURTHER QUESTIONS: ANSWER: I AM NOT GOING TO COMMENT 
FURTHER. 
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